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Main	clause	sub	clause

Grammatical	clause	adding	information	to	a	primary	clause	A	subordinate	clause,	dependent	clause	or	embedded	clause	is	a	clause	that	is	embedded	within	a	complex	sentence.	For	instance,	in	the	English	sentence	"I	know	that	Bette	is	a	dolphin",	the	clause	"that	Bette	is	a	dolphin"	occurs	as	the	complement	of	the	verb	"know"	rather	than	as	a
freestanding	sentence.	Subtypes	of	dependent	clauses	include	content	clauses,	relative	clauses,	and	adverbial	clauses.	Content	clause	Main	article:	Content	clause	A	content	clause,	also	known	as	a	"noun	clause",	provides	content	implied	or	commented	upon	by	its	main	clause.	It	can	be	a	subject,	predicate	nominative,	direct	object,	appositive,
indirect	object,	or	object	of	the	preposition.	Some	of	the	English	words	that	introduce	content	clauses	are	that,	who	(and	formal	whom),	whoever	(and	formal	whomever),	whether,	why,	what,	how,	when,	and	where.	Notice	that	some	of	these	words	also	introduce	relative	and	adverbial	clauses.	A	clause	is	a	content	clause	if	a	pronoun	(he,	she,	it,	or
they)	could	be	substituted	for	it.	Examples:	I	know	who	said	that.	(I	know	them.	The	dependent	clause	serves	as	the	object	of	the	main-clause	verb	"know".)	Whoever	made	that	assertion	is	wrong.	(They	are	wrong.	The	dependent	clause	serves	as	the	subject	of	the	main	clause.)	In	English,	in	some	instances	the	subordinator	that	can	be	omitted.
Example	1:	I	know	that	he	is	here.	I	know	he	is	here.	Example	2:	I	think	that	it	is	pretty.	(less	common)	I	think	it	is	pretty.	(more	common)	Relative	(adjectival)	clause	Main	article:	Relative	clause	In	Indo-European	languages,	a	relative	clause,	also	called	an	adjectival	clause	or	an	adjective	clause,	meets	three	requirements:	Like	all	dependent	clauses,
it	contains	a	verb	(and	also	a	subject	unless	it	is	a	non-finite	dependent	clause).	However,	in	a	pro-drop	language	the	subject	may	be	a	zero	pronoun:	the	pronoun	may	not	be	explicitly	included	because	its	identity	is	conveyed	by	a	verbal	inflection.	It	begins	with	a	relative	adverb	[when,	where,	how,	or	why	in	English]	or	a	relative	pronoun	[who,
whom,	whose,	that,	what	or	which	in	English].	However,	the	English	relative	pronoun	(other	than	what)	may	be	omitted	and	only	implied	if	it	plays	the	role	of	the	object	of	the	verb	or	object	of	a	preposition	in	a	restrictive	clause;	for	example,	He	is	the	boy	I	saw	is	equivalent	to	He	is	the	boy	whom	I	saw,	and	I	saw	the	boy	you	are	talking	about	is
equivalent	to	the	more	formal	I	saw	the	boy	about	whom	you	are	talking.	The	relative	clause	functions	as	an	adjective,	answering	questions	such	as	"what	kind?",	"how	many?"	or	"which	one?"	The	adjective	clause	in	English	will	follow	one	of	these	patterns:	Relative	Pronoun	[Functioning	as	Object	of	Verb]	+	Subject	+	Verb	This	is	the	ball	that	I	was
bouncing.	Relative	Pronoun	[Functioning	as	Object	of	Verb]	(Omitted	but	Implied)	+	Subject	+	Verb	This	is	the	ball	I	was	bouncing.	Relative	Adverb	+	Subject	+	Verb	(possibly	+	Object	of	Verb)	That	is	the	house	where	I	grew	up.	That	is	the	house	where	I	met	her.	Relative	Pronoun	[Functioning	as	Subject]	+	Verb	(possibly	+	Object	of	Verb)	That	is
the	person	who	hiccuped.	That	is	the	person	who	saw	me.	Relative	Pronoun	[Functioning	as	Object	of	Preposition]	+	Subject	+	Verb	(possibly	+	Object	of	Verb)	+	Preposition	That	is	the	person	who(m)	I	was	talking	about.	That	is	the	person	who(m)	I	was	telling	you	about.	Preposition	+	Relative	Pronoun	[Functioning	as	Object	of	Preposition]	+
Subject	+	Verb	(possibly	+	Object	of	Verb)	That	is	the	person	about	whom	I	was	talking.	That	is	the	person	about	whom	I	was	telling	you.	Possessive	Relative	Pronoun	+	Noun	[Functioning	as	Subject]	+	Verb	(possibly	+	Object	of	Verb)	That	is	the	dog	whose	big	brown	eyes	pleaded	for	another	cookie.	That	is	the	dog	whose	big	brown	eyes	begged	me
for	another	cookie.	Possessive	Relative	Pronoun	+	Noun	[Functioning	as	Object	of	Verb]	+	Subject	+	Verb	That	is	the	person	whose	car	I	saw.	For	a	discussion	of	adjective	clauses	in	languages	other	than	English,	see	Relative	clause#Examples.	Punctuation	English	punctuation	The	punctuation	of	an	adjective	clause	depends	on	whether	it	is	essential
(restrictive)	or	nonessential	(non-restrictive)	and	uses	commas	accordingly.	Essential	clauses	are	not	set	off	with	commas;	nonessential	clauses	are.	An	adjective	clause	is	essential	if	the	information	it	contains	is	necessary	to	the	meaning	of	the	sentence:	The	vegetables	that	people	often	leave	uneaten	are	usually	the	most	nutritious.	The	word
"vegetables"	is	non-specific.	Accordingly,	for	the	reader	to	know	which	are	being	mentioned,	one	must	have	the	information	provided	in	the	adjective	clause	(in	italics).	Because	it	restricts	the	meaning	of	"vegetable",	the	adjective	clause	is	called	a	restrictive	clause.	It	is	essential	to	the	meaning	of	the	main	clause	and	uses	no	commas	(and	so	does	not
experience	a	pause	when	spoken).	However,	if	the	additional	information	does	not	help	to	identify	more	narrowly	the	identity	of	the	noun	antecedent	but	rather	simply	provides	further	information	about	it,	the	adjective	clause	is	nonrestrictive	and	so	requires	commas	(or	a	spoken	pause)	to	separate	it	from	the	rest	of	the	sentence:	Broccoli,	which
people	often	leave	uneaten,	is	very	nutritious.	Depending	on	context,	a	particular	noun	could	be	modified	by	either	a	restrictive	or	nonrestrictive	adjective	clause.	For	example,	while	"broccoli"	is	modified	nonrestrictively	in	the	preceding	sentence,	it	is	modified	restrictively	in	the	following.	The	broccoli	which	(or	that)	people	leave	uneaten	is	often
nutritious.	Adverbial	clause	Main	article:	Adverbial	clause	"He	saw	Mary	when	he	was	in	New	York"	and	"They	studied	hard	because	they	had	a	test"	both	contain	adverbial	clauses	(in	italics).	Adverbial	clauses	express	when,	why,	where,	opposition,	and	conditions,	and,	as	with	all	dependent	clauses,	they	cannot	stand	alone.	For	example,	When	he
was	in	New	York	is	not	a	complete	sentence;	it	needs	to	be	completed	by	an	independent	clause,	as	in:	He	went	to	the	Guggenheim	Museum	when	he	was	in	New	York.	or	equivalently	When	he	was	in	New	York,	he	went	to	the	Guggenheim	Museum.	Sentence	structure	A	complex	sentence	contains	an	independent	clause	and	at	least	one	dependent
clause.	A	sentence	with	two	or	more	independent	clauses	plus	(one	or	more)	dependent	clauses	is	referred	to	as	a	compound-complex	sentence.	(Every	clause	contains	a	subject	and	predicate.)	Here	are	some	English	examples:	My	sister	cried	because	she	scraped	her	knee.	(complex	sentence)	Subjects:	My	sister,	she	Predicates:	cried,	scraped	her
knee	Subordinating	conjunction:	because	When	they	told	me	(that)	I	won	the	contest,	I	cried,	but	I	didn't	faint.	(compound-complex	sentence)	Subjects:	they,	I,	I,	I	Predicates:	told	me,	won	the	contest,	cried,	didn't	faint	Subordinating	conjunctions:	when,	that	(implied	or	understood)	Coordinating	conjunction:	but	This	sentence	contains	two	dependent
clauses:	"When	they	told	me",	and	"(that)	I	won	the	contest",	the	latter	which	serves	as	the	object	of	the	verb	"told".	The	connecting	word	"that",	if	not	explicitly	included,	is	understood	to	implicitly	precede	"I	won"	and	in	either	case	functions	as	a	subordinating	conjunction.	This	sentence	also	includes	two	independent	clauses,	"I	cried"	and	"I	didn't
faint",	connected	by	the	coordinating	conjunction	"but".	The	first	dependent	clause,	together	with	its	object	(the	second	dependent	clause),	adverbially	modifies	the	verbs	of	both	main	clauses.	Non-finite	dependent	clauses	Main	articles:	Non-finite	clause	and	Balancing	and	deranking	Dependent	clauses	may	be	headed	by	an	infinitive,	gerund,	or	other
non-finite	verb	form,	which	in	linguistics	is	called	deranked.	For	instance:	Sit	up	straight	while	singing.	In	these	cases,	the	subject	of	the	dependent	clause	may	take	a	non-nominative	form.	An	example	is:	I	want	him	to	vanish.	See	also	Clause	Independent	clause	Relative	clause	Dependent	statement	Responsive	predicate	Relative	pronoun	Grammatical
conjunction	Sentence	Compound	sentence	Simple	sentence	Subjunctive	mood	Temporal	clause	(Latin)	References	Rozakis,	Laurie	(2003).	The	Complete	Idiot's	Guide	to	Grammar	and	Style	pp.	153–159.	Alpha.	ISBN	1-59257-115-8.	External	links	Look	up	dependent	clause	in	Wiktionary,	the	free	dictionary.	Owl	Online	Writing	Lab	Archive:
Independent	and	Dependent	Clauses	Complex	Sentences:	Subordinate	Clauses	as	Adverb	Clauses	AIMS	High	School	Sample	Test	and	Think-Throughs	Retrieved	from	"	Subordinated	clause	before	the	main	clause	Subordinate	clauses	introduced	by	a	conjunction	can	also	usually	be	placed	before	the	main	clause.	This	does	not	change	the	word	order	in
the	subordinate	clause.	In	the	main	clause	however,	the	conjugated	verb	moves	forward	and	is	directly	after	the	comma.	The	subordinate	clause	thus	assumes	the	position	of	the	first	idea	in	the	whole	sentence,	and	the	conjugated	verb	in	the	main	clause	is	the	second	idea	of	the	whole	sentence.	If	the	subordinate	clause	comes	before	the	main	clause,
the	general	rule	is	as	follows:	the	conjugated	verb	of	the	subordinate	clause	comes	directly	before	the	comma,	and	the	conjugated	verb	of	the	main	clause	comes	directly	after	the	comma.	Here	are	some	examples	of	different	types	of	subordinate	clause:	Weil	Nico	mit	dem	Fahrrad	schneller	ist,	schenkt	Yara	ihm	ein	Fahrrad.	Dass	Nico	das	Studium
hasst,	verstehen	seine	Eltern	nicht.	Wo	die	Bank	ist,	weiß	Nico	schon.	Grammatical	terms	in	German:	der	Hauptsatz:	In	general,	a	main	clause	consists	of	at	least	a	subject	and	a	conjugated	verb.	It	is	a	self-contained	clause	which	may	stand	alone.	In	simple	declarative	sentences,	the	verb	is	the	second	idea.	der	Nebensatz:	A	subordinate	clause	cannot
normally	stand	alone.	It	is	dependent	on	a	superordinate	main	clause	or	another	subordinate	clause.	The	conjugated	verb	is	normally	right	at	the	end	of	a	subordinate	clause.	Many	subordinate	clauses	are	linked	to	the	superordinate	clause	by	certain	introductory	words.	1	subordinate	clause	subordinate	clause	придаточное	предложение	Англо-
русский	словарь	Мюллера	>	subordinate	clause	2	subordinate	clause	subordinate	clause	придаточное	предложение	Персональный	Сократ	>	subordinate	clause	3	Subordinate	clause	1)	а)	If	you	feel	ill,	take	a	couple	of	these	pills.	—	Если	тебе	нездоровится,	прими	пару	этих	таблеток.	He	told	me	that	the	match	had	been	cancelled.	—	Он
сказал,	что	матч	отменили.	б)	To	get	into	this	high	school	you	have	to	pass	a	number	of	examinations.	—	Чтобы	попасть	в	эту	школу,	нужно	сдать	ряд	экзаменов.	Seeing	the	door	open,	I	came	in.	—	Увидев,	что	дверь	открыта,	я	вошел.	2)	а)	What	I	believe	is	no	business	of	yours.	—	Что	я	думаю	-	не	твое	дело.	б)	This	is	the	school	we	went	to
before.	—	Вот	школа,	в	которой	мы	раньше	учились.	в)	Do	I	enjoy	a	decent	bath	because	I	know	that	John	Smith	cannot	afford	one	-	or	because	I	delight	in	being	clean?	—	Почему	я	так	ценю	хорошую	ванну:	потому	что	знаю,	что	Джон	Смит	не	может	себе	такой	позволить,	или	потому	что	мне	нравится	быть	чистым?	English-Russian
grammar	dictionary	>	Subordinate	clause	4	subordinate	clause	English-Russian	base	dictionary	>	subordinate	clause	5	subordinate	clause	придаточное	предложение	придаточное	предложение	Большой	англо-русский	и	русско-английский	словарь	>	subordinate	clause	6	subordinate	clause	Универсальный	англо-русский	словарь	>
subordinate	clause	7	subordinate	clause	придаточное	предложение,	подчиненная	предикация	(нефинитная)	Англо-русский	большой	универсальный	переводческий	словарь	>	subordinate	clause	8	subordinate	clause	придаточное	предложение	Новый	англо-русский	словарь	>	subordinate	clause	9	subordinate	clause	придаточное
предложение	English-Russian	glossary	of	linguistics	terms	>	subordinate	clause	10	subordinate	clause	Англо-русский	современный	словарь	>	subordinate	clause	11	subordinate	clause	мат.	подчинённое	предложение	English-Russian	scientific	dictionary	>	subordinate	clause	12	subordinate	придаточный	-	subordinate	clause	English-Russian
glossary	of	linguistics	terms	>	subordinate	To	use	subordinate	clauses	to	add	extra	information.This	lesson	includes:two	videos	three	activitiesWatch	this	short	clip	to	learn	about	what	a	subordinate	clause	is.Learn	the	difference	between	a	major	clause	and	a	subordinate	clause.The	major	clause	in	a	sentence	(sometimes	called	a	main	clause)	makes
complete	sense	on	its	own.	Nothing	needs	to	be	added	to	help	it	make	sense.	​For	example:	Ella	works	hard	at	school.​If	you	want	to	add	more	information	to	this	sentence	to	explain	where,	when	or	why,	you	add	a	subordinate	​clause.​For	example:	Ella	works	hard	at	school	when	there	are	no	distractions.	​Subordinate	clauses	always	add	to	the
information	that	is	already	given	in	the	major	clause.	They	don’t	just	give	a	new	point	–	the	information	should	be	linked.Top	tip!Subordinate	clauses	can	also	go	at	the	start	of	sentences.	When	this	happens,	the	whole	subordinate	clause	moves	to	the	front	and	is	followed	by	a	comma.	For	example:	When	there	are	no	distractions,	Ella	works	hard	at
school.​When	you	add	a	subordinate	clause	to	a	major	clause,	you	need	to	use	a	subordinating	conjunction	to	link	them	together.	For	example:	Ella	works	hard	at	school	when	there	are	no	distractions.Some	common	subordinating	conjunctions	include:becausewhen	aftersoasuntilWatch	this	clip	to	learn	more	about	subordinating	conjunctions.Learn
about	subordinating	conjunctions	and	when	to	use	them.Another	example	is:	Laura	smiled	because	dancing	was	fun!'Laura	smiled'	is	the	major	clause.	It	makes	sense	all	on	its	own.'because	dancing	was	fun!'	is	the	subordinate	clause.	It	adds	additional	information	to	the	main	clause	and	wouldn't	make	sense	on	its	own.	'because'	is	the	subordinating
conjunction.	It	helps	to	add	the	extra	information	to	explain	why	Laura	was	smiling.You	may	need	paper	and	a	pen	or	pencil	for	some	of	these	activities.Highlight	the	subordinating	conjunction	in	each	sentence.Click	on	the	activity	below	to	begin.Next,	write	these	sentences	out	on	paper	and	underline	the	subordinate	clauses.	Top	tip!The
subordinating	conjunction	will	be	a	word	like	because,	so	and	after.The	subordinating	clause	will	be	the	part	of	the	sentence	that	does	not	make	sense	on	its	own.1.	John	was	rapidly	riding	his	bike	home	because	he	didn’t	want	to	miss	his	favourite	TV	show.2.	Mittens	the	cat	meowed	at	the	door	so	she	could	be	let	in.	3.	I	was	allowed	to	play	on	my
computer	game	after	I	had	finished	my	homework.	4.	Miss	Jones	said	we	could	play	outside	when	it	had	stopped	raining.	5.	“You	are	not	having	a	cookie	until	you	finish	your	vegetables,”	exclaimed	Mum.	You	can	check	your	answers	using	this	answer	sheet.Time	for	more?	Have	a	go	at	writing	five	sentences	about	your	friends	or	family.	Include	a
subordinate	clause	in	each	sentence.Use	these	common	subordinating	conjunctions	to	help	you:	when,	after,	before,	because,	as,	so,	although.Top	tip!	Think	of	a	major	clause	first:	My	sister	loves	skateboarding.Then	choose	a	subordinating	conjunction	and	finish	the	sentence	with	the	subordinate	clause:	My	sister	loves	skateboarding	so	she	practises
every	day.In	this	lesson	you	have	learned	how	to	use	subordinate	clauses	to	add	extra	information.There	are	other	useful	articles	on	Bitesize	to	help	you	with	grammar.
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